Four Lessons to help us press Onward in our walk with God

and continue to deepen our spiritual family relationships at
the Studebaker congregation.




Onward in Christ

Introduction to Onward in Christ

This series of lessons will be designed to continue the goal that we began in the Upward,
Inward and Outward classes, that is to encourage both young in the faith and experienced
Christians. Our goal is to focus our attention on several aspects of our walk with the Lord. The
following lessons have been adapted by Lonnie Fritz to a discussion class format from lessons
by Mark Copeland - http://executableoutlines.com/cw.htm

1. What are the Blessings & Responsibilities of Being a Christian?
2. Why do we Assemble?

3. Why is Prayer so Important?

4. How can we have a Better Understanding of the Bible?

You are encouraged to attend all of the four meetings. If you can not make it for some reason
on your regular night, please check the schedule and join one of the other classes for the lesson
that you missed.

Onward

In Christ
e°b
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http://executableoutlines.com/cw.htm

Introduction

Lesson One: What are the Blessings &
Responsibilities of Being a Christian?

Every person has some big events in life, what are some examples:
Why should the most important event in our lives be becoming a
Christian?

Unfortunately, many people become Christians and do not really

appreciate it until late in life, if ever. But our service for Christ would

be more productive and infinitely more enjoyable if we began to grasp the true significance of
being Christians, and as such, the children of God

This lesson is the first in our Onward series of lessons designed to encourage and instruct one to
have "A Closer Walk With God," and to be more fruitful in our service as disciples of Jesus
Christ.

l. God as Our Heavenly Father - 1 John 3:1

A. List at least four blessings of having God as our Father from the following scriptures:

-James 1:17; Mt 7:11

. -2Cor1:34
° -Heb 12:5-11
° -Heb 13:5-6
B. Now list some responsibilities for having God as our Father:
e We must -James 4:7
e How do we do this?
e We mustalso -James 4:8

How do we do this?

Il. Jesus Christ As Our Lord And High Priest - 1 Cor 8:6; Heb 4:14

A. What do the following verses tell us about our Lord?

° - Rev 1:5-6

° - Matt 28:18
° -1Pet3:22

e Yet, He calls us -Heb 2:11-12

What does Jesus do as a "High Priest" - Rom 8:34; Heb 2:17-18; Heb 7:24-25?

B. What are our responsibilities of having Jesus as Lord and High Priest?

If He is truly our LORD, we must - Lk 6:46
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e We must be careful to observe - Matt 28:18-20
e We must keep His - John 15:10,14

C. How do we utilize His role as our High Priest - Heb 4:14-167?

lll. The Holy Spirit Who Dwells In Us - 1 Cor 3:16-17

A. List some of the wonderful blessings that are attributed to the Holy Spirit’s indwelling:

. Rom 8:11-13; Eph 3:16, 20

e He also helps in our weakness when it comes to praying as we ought, by acting as an intercessor
for us - Rom 8:26-27. Discuss what this should mean to the Christian.

B. What responsibilities do we have in view of the Spirit's indwelling?

° -1 Cor 3:16-17

. -1 Cor 6:18-20

e What does it mean to Walk in the Spirit, Gal 5:16-18, 22-25? What will it produce?

° As Christians we must set our minds on the things of the Spirit - Rom 8:5-6. This
involves the Word of God, which is the sword of the Spirit - Eph 6:17.

IV. The Church as Our Family - 1 Tim 3:15

A. The blessing of having the church as our family

e The members become like fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters - 1 Tim 5:1-2. They can even
replace earthly relations we may lose when we become Christians - Mk 10:28-30; Mt 12:46-50.
List how our Christian brothers and sisters are a blessing.

B. What Responsibilities do we have to our church family?

° - Heb 10:24-25; Eph 4:15-16
. What does this necessitate?
e We mustalso - Gal 6:1-2
e Does this require that we know each other well?

Conclusion

e There are certainly many more blessings and responsibilities that we have as Christians, but |
hope that these suffice to impress upon us.

e How blessed we are as Christians! How important it is that we fulfill our responsibilities -- Or we
may lose the blessings we have! - Heb 3:12-15
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Lesson Two: Why do we Assemble?

Introduction

° We have an example of Christians assembling in Acts 20:7 We
have an explicit command not to forsake our assembling together -
Heb 10:25.

° Should Christians view assembling as a responsibility or an opportunity?
Why?

. The PURPOSE of our assembling is THREE-FOLD:

1. To express praise and devotion to God and Christ
2. To exhort and encourage our brethren to greater service Heb 10:24-25
3. To receive such encouragement ourselves

l. The Activities of Our Assemblies

A. Prayer...
° We have several examples of group prayer in the early church Acts 4:23-24; 12:5,12
° The value of such prayer is implied in James 5:16 if such is true concerning the prayer of ONE
righteous man, how much more the prayers of MANY righteous!
° Read Phil 4:6-7, What value in prayer can be seen from this passage?
° How can we get the most out of public prayers?
B. Singing...
. Commands to sing can be found in Eph 5:19; Col 3:16; Heb 13:15
° Where does the emphasis lie in these passages?
° Why should we concentrate on engaging the mind and heart?

C. The Word Of God...

° Teaching or preaching of the Word of God was part of public worship in the early church.

o What do the followingv er ses t el | us about the teaching
. Acts 20:7

. 2Tim 4:1-5

° 1 Pet 2:2

° How we listen to the proclamation of God's Word is an indication of our devotion to God. We

should be quick to hear what God's Word has to say James 1:18-21

D. The Lord's Supper

ar

o When we gather together on Sundays,wepar t ake of the Lord’s Supper

of bread" (Acts 2:42; 20:7) and "Communion" (1 Cor 10:16).
. A memorial feast instituted by Jesus Himself - 1 Co 11:23-29
o List the things that we accomplish when we

° What other scriptures (both Old Testament and New) might help us to properly focus when
we partake of the Lord’s Supper?

E. The Collection...
o The early church is noteworthy for its love for one another Acts 2:44,45; 4:32-35
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° In time, a systematic manner for providing for needy Christians and the spread of the gospel
was instituted - 1 Cor 16:1-2; 2 Cor 11:8-9; Phil 4:10-18

. How much should one give? The New Testament does not set a percentage (like the "tithe",
or a tenth, found in the Old Testament), but rather instructs us to give according to the
following principles:

0 "As he may "-1Cor 16:2
0 Whatever is given with "a mind" & What he 2 Cor 8:12-15
o] "As he in his heart" & whatever one can give
" "-2Co9:6-8
° To help motivate us in giving, remember the examples of the churches in Macedonia and of

the Lord Himself - 2 Cor 8:1-9
Il. How To Get The Most Out Of Our Assemblies

A. Keep In Mind Who Is Present

1. Our Brethren in Christ

° Do you appreciate the presence and encouragement of other Christians? So do they!
. Write down some ways that we can draw closer to our brethren by attending services
together.

2. Frequently Visitors

Who naturally draw conclusions about the congregation during their visit. Will they conclude
we are really disciples of Jesus? (Jn 13:35) Will they say in their hearts "God is truly among you"?
(1 Cor 14:25)
° How should we treat visitors when they come to our services? (Heb 13:2)

3. And Especially our Lord
. As He promised in Mt 18:20
. Do we act as we would if He were bodily present?

B. "You Get Out Of It What You Put Into It"

° How can we prepare for services beforehand?
° The more you come, the more interest you show, the more (and faster) you will grow!
° What should our attitude be toward meeting together with Christians?

Conclusion

. Our attitude ought to be like that expressed by David in Psalms 122:14 L ¢l & 3f I R

said to me, Let us go to the house of the Labohé of the greatest spiritual blessings we enjoy in
Christ in this life is the fellowship we share in our public assemblies... Let's all do our part to fully
utilize that blessing!

Some Questions To Stimulate Our Thinking...
1. Does one attend the assemblies to be entertained, or to serve?
2. Do you attend every assembly of the congregation?
3. If not, are you praying to God to help you make it possible for you to do so?
4. What can you do before the assemblies to get more out of them?
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Lesson Three: Why Is Prayer So Important?
Introduction:

e Prayeris one of the greatest blessings that a Christian has. Onward

e What Is Prayer? How would you define prayer? (Rom 10:1)

e 4!a FT2NJYSET FINIO6S AG FNRY YS
LORD by pray for you. And | will teach you the
way thatis3 2 2 R | y R Sarhidel 2RT) @ ¢

e List reasons why failure to pray could be considered sin:

What might a failure to pray indicate?

e What motivates you to pray?

In Christ
>

|I. Some Basic Premises:

Man's Need For God (Psalm 39:4; 103:13-14; Jeremiah 10:23; 1 John 1:6-9)
e God's Willingness To Hear Prayer (James 4:8; 1 Peter 3:12; Psalm 65:2; John 9:31)

e God's Willingness To Respond To Man (Psalm 34:17-18; James 1:5; Psalm 8; Ephesians 3:20)
e God's Love For Man (Matthew 7:7-11; 1 John 4:8-10; Psalm 65:2, 9-13; 1 Peter 5:7)
e What do the above concepts and scriptures have to do with prayer?

e What did Jesus teach about Prayer? Luke 11:1-13; Luke 18:1-8

Read James 5:13-18
e What is the main thing you learn about prayer in verses 13-16?

e From verses 17-18, what lesson do you understand James to be teaching: About prayer?
About God?

Il. “Why Pray" Is Also lllustrated By the Examples of:

e Jonah praying from the fish's belly (Jonah 2)

e Hannah praying for a son (I Samuel 1)

e Jesus praying for His disciples (John 17).

e Cornelius praying and fasting (Acts 10:30-32)

e Why did Jesus pray "Your kingdom come" (Matthew 6:10)?

lll. There Are Many Misconceptions and Misuses Of Prayer

e What are some of the problems with the following misconceptions about prayer?
e Prayeris like an "Aladdin's Lamp." (James 4:3)

QO
Y
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Prayer is "For Emergency Use Only." (Colossians 4:2 | Thessalonians 5:16-18; Luke 18:1) Can you
give an example of an "emergency use only" prayer?

Prayer is simply a "duty." "Help all those for whom it is our 'duty' to pray." (Psalm 63; 84:1-4,
10-12; 100) How are David's prayers different than praying out of a sense of duty?
Prayer can be a substitute for personal action. (1 John 3:18-24; Matt 6:11 2 Thess 3:10)

IV. Kinds of Prayer

By Looking At The Model Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13), We Can See That There Are Three Aspects Of
Acceptable Prayer:

O O O 0O oo

V COMMUNION is when we turn our attention toward God. Communion does something
TO us.
V --PETITION is when we turn our attention toward our own needs. Petition seeks for
something to be done FOR us.
V --INTERCESSION is when we turn our attention toward the needs of others. Intercession
has something done THROUGH us.
Communion with God in prayer involves praise, adoration, thanksgiving and confession. Read
the following "communion" prayers 1 Chronicles 29:11-15; Nehemiah 1:5-11; Nehemiah 9:5-38
How do prayers like these do something TO us?

Petition in prayer concerns itself with the whole range of human need. Read Philippians 4:6-7;
3 John 2; Matthew 6:11-13

What does God want us to pay prayers of petition?

Intercessory prayer - In Colossians 4:12, Epaphras is spoken of as "laboring fervently for you in
prayers." Intercessory prayer is certainly the greatest service a Christian can render to another.
Identify the many kinds of intercessory prayer: 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Ephesians 6:18-19; 2
Thessalonians 3:1-2; 1 John 5:16-17; Matthew 9:37-38; Matthew 5:43-45; Romans 10:1

. Conditions of Acceptable Prayer

Prayer is not just words mindlessly uttered. Prayer must generate from the deepest desires of
the heart. From the passages below, identify the essential ATTITUDES we must have as we
approach God in prayer:

Matthew 6:5-6; Isaiah 29:13 Luke 18:10-14
James 5:16-17 Luke 11:5-8
Colossians 4:2; Ephesians 6:18 James 1:6-7
Hebrews 4:14-16 Hebrews 12:28

1 John 1:8-10 Philippians 4:6
Mark 11:25-26 1 Corinthians 7:5

Some Questions To Stimulate Our Thinking...
1. Do you find it easy or difficult to pray?
2. Do you believe in the power of God to answer prayer?
3. Should you be disappointed when it appears that God has answered your prayer with a
"NO"?
4. Are you spending time every day devoted to prayer?
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Lesson Four: How can we have a Better Understanding of the
Bible?

INTRODUCTION

e Inone of the best Super Bowl commercials ever FedEx ran a spoof on
the movie Castaway. In the movie, Tom Hanks played a FedEx worker
whose plane went down, stranding him on a desert island for years.
Looking like the bedraggled Hanks in the movie, the FedEx employee in the
commercial goes up to the door of a suburban home, package in hand. When
the lady comes to the door, he explains that he survived five years on a deserted
island, and during that whole time he kept this package in order to deliver it to
her. She gives a simple, “Thank you. ut he is cul
package that he has been protecting for years. He
in that package after akl @bnthertepesayi hgantiObhows
nothing really. Just a satellite telephone, a global positioning device, a compass, a water purifier, and
some seeds.”

e Like the contents in this package, the resources for growth and strength are available for Christians who
opens up the Bible and put the contents to use.

e What motivates you to Study the Bible? Act 2:42; 1 Pet 2:2

e Can studying the Bible be enjoyable?

Onward

In Christ
co°b
S

I. Why Bible Study Is Important

A. Because The Bible Possesses The Power Of "Sanctification"...
. What does "sanctification" mean? ___How can the Bible sanctify us?

. As praised by David in his psalm - Ps 19:7-11
° As mentioned in the prayer of Jesus -Jn 17:17

B. Because The Bible Possesses The Power Of "Preservation”...
° A lack of ___has always destroyed the people of God Ho 4:6
. According to Ps 119:9 & Acts 20:28-32 what will the Word of God do for us?

Because The Bible Possesses the Power Of "Salvation" and "Condemnation" we must:
-James 1:21
Because we will be -John 12:48

Il. Why Bible Study Is Often Neglected
° Some people just "take the preacher's word.” Why is this not a good practice? (Acts 18:24-
26;1Jn4:1-2; 2 Co 11:13-15)

° Some people say "they can't get anything out of the Bible." What are some possible reasons
why people may say this?

. What did Paul say about the word when it is read? - Eph 3:3-4

. Some people say "they don't have the time." People who DO study are busy too, but they
leave off things that are less important. As Jesus commanded, we must put the things of the
kingdom of God FIRST - Mt 6:33
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1ll. Methods of Bible Study
A. The "Planned-Lesson" Method...

° Onward is an example of this method. Someone prepares lessons on a subject, then it is
studied in a class or at home. This is a good way to study, but one's study should not be limited
to this method.

B. The "Subject" Method...

. This involves selecting some subject (e.g., "baptism"), then collecting and studying each
passage in the Bible on the subject. This method has its advantages, but it can be easy to take
things out of context and draw the wrong conclusion.

C. The "Book" Method...

e This consists of an intensive study of a single book of the Bible. Since the Bible was written a
book at a time, this is probably the best way to study the Bible. Daily Bible reading programs can
very easily utilize this approach to the Scriptures. Following a program to read through the
entire Bible each year. Taking a chapter each week to read and study daily, you can cover the
New Testament in depth over a five year period. Doing both of these will give a person an
OVERALL under- standing of the Bible and an INDEPTH understanding of the New Testament

What method of studying the Bible is best for you? Why?

IV. Some Suggestions For Bible Study
Set A Regular Time...

e Regularity is a key to success, so set aside some regular time for study. For "night owls", the best
time may be late at night, after the children are in bed. For "morning larks", early morning
before the children arise might be better. Family study is a good practice, but each person needs
also to have a regular time in which he or she can come face to face with God's message ALONE.

Pray As You Study...

e Begin your study with prayer - Ps 119:18. As you study, ask God for the wisdom and strength to

understand and obey His Word - Ps 119:5-6; Jam 1:5. End your study with prayer - Ps 119:10-11
Utilize Various Helps...

o TRANSLATIONS - Using various translations can help make understanding the Bible easier.

e DICTIONARIES - Not knowing the meaning of words is the most common cause for not
understanding the Bible. An ordinary English dictionary can be used, but there are special Bible
dictionaries that are more useful and accurate

e CONCORDANCE - This useful work contains words in alphabetical order along with a list of
verses in the Bible where they are found. It can be a great time saver in finding verses based on
a given subject. If possible, use a concordance based upon the translation you use

o ENCYCLOPEDIAS - This type of reference gives detailed articles on the people, places, and
things mentioned in the Bible.

e COMMENTARIES - These are books written by scholars commenting on various books of the
Bible. One must be careful, as these scholars are not inspired and are subject to mistakes. But
their insights and the fruit of their own study can be helpful.

¢ A COMPUTER Bible software is very good, easy to us and very affordable these days. It is
combination of all of the above (and more) at your finger tips.

How can the above study helps increase your Kknowl

Some Questions To Stimulate Our Thinking...
1. How long do you study the Bible daily?
2. Do you study the class lessons at home (when available) that you have in church?
3. If you are not doing so now, are you willing to spend 15-30 minutes daily in Bible study?
4. What's your biggest problem in studying?
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